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Is the corporation serving
the interests of us Asians?

THE nomination process for 
this year’s Eastern Eye Asian 
Business Awards has opened.

The annual awards, now in its 
12th year, will be held at Wem-
bley Stadium in November.

The awards celebrate the 
leading role that British-Asian 
enterprise plays in contributing 
to the nation’s wealth. The es-
tablished awards ceremony 
honours the people behind suc-
cessful Asian-owned business-
es, and is attended by high-pro-
file celebrities.

The nomination categories 
this year include Young Achiev-
er of the Year, Newcomer of the 
Year, Entrepreneur of the Year, a 
Community Award, and Busi-
nessman and Businesswoman 
of the Year. The aim is to hon-
our the hard work and dedica-
tion of a broad range of achiev-
ers from different fields.

The awards evening promises 
to be an entertaining event that 
will be televised by the national 
and international media.

For details, nomination forms 
and table bookings, visit www.
theasianbusinessawards.com or 
call 020-7650 2000.

ABAs at
Wembley

by ADITI KHANNA
SOME Sikhs and Hindus 
have accused the BBC of 
failing to deliver shows 
that relate to their faiths.

The Media Monitoring Group 
of Network of Sikh Organisati-
ons (NSO) has compiled data to 
highlight a lack of coverage of 
their religions on BBC televi-
sion, in the last few years. 

A list obtained from the BBC’s 
religion and ethics department 
of all TV programmes commis-
sioned by the department from 
2000-2008, found that Sikhs had 
just one programme focused on 
their faith – and Hindus just five 
shows. Islam has had 41 pro-
grammes dedicated to it.

The furore comes as Lord Na-
zir Ahmed and a group of 
former and current employees 
claim that there is an ‘anti-Mus-
lim bias’ at the BBC’s Asian Net-
work. The corporation’s investi-
gation into Lord Ahmed’s clai-
ms continues.

The NSO, an umbrella body 
for Sikh groups in Britain, and 
some Hindu groups, have now 
launched a campaign to get the 
BBC to rectify this imbalance.

Hardeep Singh, secretary of 
the NSO’s media montoring 
group, told Eastern Eye: “The 
important issue is to compare 
like for like and not apples with 
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